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SECTION 3: COMPETITION RULES

By entering the competition, each student and advisor agrees to abide by all the rules.
Failure to follow any of the rules is grounds for disqualification of the entry.

Faculty Involvement

All participants must be supervised by a faculty advisor or instructor. The faculty
member is responsible for determining the students’ class standing and insuring that
they enter the correct level of the competition.

The competition may be treated as a course where an entire class of students enters as
teams or as individuals. Alternatively, the competition may be entered by an individual
student as an independent study project under the supervision of a faculty advisor.

Duration of the Competition

The duration of the competition will be any consecutive ten-week period within an
academic quarter or semester as set by the instructor. The student will enter the start
date of their working period on the online application form. The registration system will
automatically assign the appropriate end date. Completed entries may be submitted at
any time prior to the submission deadline. The address for submission is listed in the
Correspondence section of Section 1.

Eligibility of Entrants

The Leading Edge Student Design Competition is open to all students of architecture and
design who are currently enrolled in architecture, engineering, drafting or environmental
design programs at two year colleges, four or five year colleges, universities, graduate
programs, or technical schools. Students may work as teams or as individuals. While
the number of students in a team is not limited, the organizers urge advisors to keep
teams to a workable size such that each team member participates significantly in the
competition.

Design Challenge 1 is intended for students in their third, fourth, or fifth year of
undergraduate school and all graduate or post-baccalaureate students. Challenge 2 is
intended for students in the first or second year of their undergraduate design
education.

Teams do not need to be comprised of students at the same level of education, but the
team must enter the Challenge level appropriate for the most senior student in the
team. For example a team comprised of 3 first year students and 1 third year student
must enter Challenge 1.
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Only one entry per student or team may be submitted in each competition period.
Furthermore, a student may not enter both as an individual and also as a member of a
team.

Registration

Competitors must register by the deadline date given in the schedule (Section 1). Each
individual or team will be assigned a registration number that must be indicated on all
submitted materials. The purpose of the registration number is to maintain the
anonymity of entrants. The registration number will be assigned at the time of online
registration. Failure to use the registration number on submitted entries will result in
disqualification. Online registration is found on the website
www.leadingedgecompetition.org.

Submission of Entries

It is the entrant’s responsibility to package and ship presentation boards so that they
arrive intact and on time. Late entries will not be accepted. The organizers are not
responsible for loss or damage of design boards. Participants are advised to duplicate
their entries prior to submittal to retain a record of their work.

No entries may be exhibited, published, or made available on the internet by the
entrants until the results of the competition have been announced. Participants who
publicize their schemes before the end of the competition will be disqualified.

The anonymity of all entries must be carefully preserved by the entrants. No name,
logo, or mark that could serve as a means of identifying the student or the sponsoring
institution can be included on the front or back of the display board. Only the entrant’s
registration number may be written on the back of the board. Additional supporting
documents (see Submission Requirements) should be attached to the back of the board
in an envelope.

Ownership of Competition Boards

All submitted entries will be retained by the sponsors for exhibition and publication
purposes. All submissions may be displayed at public exhibits prior to and following the
jury review. Furthermore the sponsors reserve the right to publish selected entries in
national trade journals or other media. In cases where the entries are displayed or
published, full credit will be given to the student designers and their sponsoring
institutions. Participants whose entries are used for this purpose will receive no
monetary compensation. Winning entries will be made available for reproduction by the
media, and may appear on the competition website.

In addition, submission of an entry in this competition shall constitute a general
agreement by the entrant that the sponsors reserve the right to use individual
photographs, drawings, parts of drawings, etc. for reproduction, publication, exhibition
and advertising purposes. No monetary compensation will be awarded for the use of the
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entries for such purposes, however credit will be given to the designers and their
sponsoring institution.

Disqualification

Prior to judging, each entry will be reviewed and evaluated for eligibility. Those who fail
to meet the competition’s submission requirements and/or procedural rules will be
disqualified and will not be judged. This requirement is absolutely firm. Every year
many entries are disqualified for not meeting all of the submission
requirements.

Questions must be directed to the Competition Program Manager only. Any
entrant who communicates directly or indirectly regarding the competition with
any representatives of the sponsors, the program author, any representative of
the City of Merced, or any members of the jury will be disqualified.

Entrants who have been disqualified will be notified through the judges’ comments.
Disqualified entries will not be returned.

Judging and Awards Procedures

The technical and the design juries will meet and consider all entries except those that
have been disqualified. Each eligible entry will be evaluated and the selection of winners
will be a vote of all jury members. The jury has the right to reject any or all entries as
“unsuccessful.” Decisions by the jurors will be final. Brief written summaries of the
jurors’ comments will be identified by entry number and posted on the competition
website after the judging (see the Competition Schedule in Section 1). Any entrant
who contacts a jury member directly or indirectly before the results of the
judging are announced, will be disqualified.

Awards

The following monetary awards will be given to winning entrants in both Challenge 1 and
Challenge 2:

Student Sponsoring
Winners Institution
First Place $3,000 $1,500
Second Place $2,000 $1,000
Certificates of - ---
Merit

The jury may award Certificates of Merit to projects that show outstanding effort,
exemplary design, excellent energy performance, exemplary use of sustainable design
principles or other features that the jury deems worthy of recognition. The Certificates
do not carry a monetary award.
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